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cloth was the burden of repeated charges against the clothiers,
who were accused of bringing discredit upon ' the drapery of
our land ' and of provoking foreign competition by making
' faulty and imperfect' cloth *. The Company therefore
assumed the duty of inspecting e the true making ' of cloth.
It set itself to maintain a standard of quality by insisting
on the exaction of forfeitures for defects z ; and in 1616, and
again in 1630, it approached the Privy Council for authority
to send a commissioner to visit ' the clothing counties * and
enforce the execution of the Statutes fixing the length,
breadth and weight of woollen fabrics 3. It was, in fact, one
of the recognized functions of the companies to guarantee
the standard of quality. When, in 1613, the complaint was
made to the Privy Council ' of false and deceitful making,
dressing and dyeing of cloth ', it was referred to the trading
societies as a matter within their province 4. In this con-
nexion an incident in the history of the French Company is
significant. An interloper was charged with shipping faulty
cloth to France. Summoned before the Privy Council, he
stated that the cloth belonged to a member of the Company;
the latter on examination confessed that he did not ship the
cloth in his own name, " being assured that the Company
would deny to give way to the entry of them in respect the
said cloth was faulty and not shrunk according to the orders
of the Company " 5.
Abroad the Company had to bear the brunt of the com- ' Tares:
plaints made by the buyers. In 1592, for example, articles
were exhibited against the Merchant Adventurers in the
name of the States General of the United Provinces, voicing
the accusation that English cloth was " full of holes and
narrower and shorter than it ought to be " 6. The remedy
1 State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 373.
*	In 1613 it was ordained that a mercliant in buying cloth should keep
back i os. on every cloth to make good any forfeitures allowed by Statute
to the buyer for cloth which was faulty : The Lawes, Customes and Ordin-
ances of the Fellowshippe of Merchantes Adventurers, 129.
3 State Papers Domestic, 1611-1618, p. 395 ; 1629-1631, p. 446 ; 1638-
J639» p. 240. Two commissioners were appointed in 1630: Rymer,
Foedera, xix. 213-214.
 *	Acts of the Privy Council, 1613-1614, p. 208.
 *	Ibid. 172, 222.
 *	State Papers Domestic, 1591-1594, p. 242

